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O the bliss of the person whose heart is broken for his own sin, for the world's sins and the resulting suffering; 
for out of his sorrow he will find the joy of God!
1. Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.
a. “Mourn”: strongest word for mourning in the Gk. language. 
1. Word used: mourning 4 dead > passionate lament for 1 who was loved.
2. In Septuagint, Greek version O. T. = word which is used of Jacob's grief when he believed that Joseph, his son, was dead. 
3. Kind of grief which takes such a hold on one that it cannot be hid; brings ache to the heart & unrestrainable tears to the eyes.
b. “They shall be comforted”
1. Paracaleo = Paraclete = “Called to come alongside” = Holy Spirit
2. Paul: “God of all Comfort” = God of all Paracaleo
3. Mu IPR… Waiting to comfort me, but PRIDE 
2. What does this “Mourning” look like”
a. Mourning for our own sin: David: Adultery/ Murder 

· Be gracious to me, O God, according to Your lovingkindness; According to the greatness of Your compassion blot out my transgressions. 2 Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity & cleanse me from my sin. 3 For I know my transgressions, And my sin is ever before me. 4 Against You, You only, I have sinned and done what is evil in Your sight, So that You are justified when You speak And blameless when You judge. 5 Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, and in sin my mother conceived me.
· ‘The 1st link between my soul & Christ is

· Not my goodness but my badness;

· Not my merit but my misery

· Not my standing but my falling
· Needed: A Nathan in my Life: John Wesley: "I am fully persuaded, if you had always 1 or 2 faithful friends near you who would speak the very truth from their heart & watch over you in love, you would swiftly advance in running the race which is set before you"
b. Mourning for the sins of others: Ezekiel + Nehemiah
1. When there is little or nothing you can do 

· Ezek. 9:3 Then the glory of the God of Israel rose up from between the cherubim, where it had rested, & moved to the entrance of the Temple. And the LORD called to the man dressed in linen who was carrying the writer's case. He said to him, "Walk through the streets of Jerusalem & put a mark on the foreheads of all those who weep & sigh because of the sins they see around them." (Averts own jdgmt)
2. But Nehemiah! mourning > Broken Heart > Prayer, 
a. Mourning > Broken Heart > Prayer
b. Nehemiah 1:1 The words of Nehemiah the son of Hacaliah. Now it happened in the month Chislev, in the twentieth year, while I was in Susa the capitol, 2 that Hanani, one of my brothers, and some men from Judah came; and I asked them concerning the Jews who had escaped and had survived the captivity, and about Jerusalem. 3 They said to me, "The remnant there in the province who survived the captivity are in great distress and reproach, and the wall of Jerusalem is broken down and its gates are burned with fire." 4 When I heard these words, I sat down and wept and mourned for days; and I was fasting and praying before the God of heaven. 5 I said, "I beseech You, O LORD God of heaven, the great and awesome God, who preserves the covenant and lovingkindness for those who love Him and keep His commandments, 6 let Your ear now be attentive and Your eyes open to hear the prayer of Your servant which I am praying before You now, day and night, on behalf of the sons of Israel Your servants, confessing the sins of the sons of Israel which we have sinned against You; I and my father's house have sinned. 7 "We have acted very corruptly against You and have not kept the commandments, nor the statutes, nor the ordinances which You commanded Your servant Moses. 8 "Remember the word which You commanded Your servant Moses, saying, 'If you are unfaithful I will scatter you among the peoples; 9 but if you return to Me and keep My commandments and do them, though those of you who have been scattered were in the most remote part of the heavens, I will gather them from there and will bring them to the place where I have chosen to cause My name to dwell.' 10 "They are Your servants and Your people whom You redeemed by Your great power and by Your strong hand. 11 "O Lord, I beseech You, may Your ear be attentive to the prayer of Your servant and the prayer of Your servants who delight to revere Your name, and make Your servant successful today and grant him compassion before this man." Now I was the cupbearer to the king.
c. Mourning > Broken Heart > Prayer > Ministry > Comfort!
· Neh.: “Make UR servant successful today & grant him compassion before this man." Now I was the cupbearer to the king.
· Much true ministry is birthed in a broken heart
d. Nehemiah’s brokenness led him to ask about the Jews 

· Nehemiah: I asked them concerning the Jews who had escaped &  had survived the captivity, and about Jerusalem.
· www.abort73.com   > See abortions & Learn types
c. Mourning 4 suffering caused by other’s sins: Paul
1. Rom. 9:1-3 In the presence of Christ, I speak with utter truthfulness-- I do not lie-- and my conscience and the Holy Spirit confirm that what I am saying is true. My heart is filled with bitter sorrow and unending grief for my people, my Jewish brothers and sisters. I would be willing to be forever cursed-- cut off from Christ!-- if that would save them.
2. The 1st beatitude is the end of the egotist; the 2nd is the beginning of the lover. It is the nature of love to insinuate itself into the sorrows & sins of others. It is bound to mourn. It has the doom of bleeding on it.  And rightly so, for when we cease to bleed, we cease to bless. And those that ‘mourn’ are comforted. The strange thing happens that those who deliberately take on themselves trouble and pain in behalf of others find happiness – they are comforted. The most absolutely happy people of the world are those who choose to care till it hurts. The most miserable people of the world are those who center upon themselves & deliberately shun the cares of others in the interest of their own happiness. It eludes them. They save their lives and they loose them.” E.S. Jones (66)

3. We must fully believing the “difficult” truths of Scripture:
· “He who has the Son has the life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have the life.” I Jn. 5:12
· But, we may say, “There ought to be more than 1 Way.”

· BUT… The miracle is that there is ANY way!

4. Out of a broken heart for His people, Paul goes to the Jews (Acts) knowing they may well imprison him. > Some are surely saved, and he is COMFORTED.
d. Ultimately for Xn, Mourning is given thru Jesus @ CROSS
EXTENDED on a cursed tree, Besmeared with dust, and sweat, and blood,       See there, the king of glory see! Sinks and expires the Son of God.
Who, who, my Saviour, this has done? Who could thy sacred body wound? No guilt thy spotless heart has known, No guile has in thy lips been found.
I, I alone, have done the deed! 'Tis I thy sacred flesh have torn; My sins have caused thee, Lord, to bleed, Pointed the nail, and fixed the thorn.
Still let Your tears, Your groans, Your sighs, O'erflow my eyes, & heave my breast, Till loose from flesh and earth I rise, And ever in your bosom rest. 

·  The “Look”: (Peter > Mourned) for us… from the Cross 

Pity from Thine eye let fall, by a look my soul recall;

Now the stone to flesh convert, Cast a look, and break my heart.

Now incline me to repent, Let me now my fall lament,
Now my foul revolt deplore, Weep, believe, and sin no more.

No sorrow was ever comparable to Yours, O Lord Jesus Christ!

Your blood was shed so abundantly that Your whole body was soaked with it.

Not just a drop, O good Jesus, Most sweet Lord!

But a welling stream of blood sprang from five parts of Your body:

the hands and feet in the crucifixion, the head in the crowning of thorns,

the whole body in the flagellation, and the heart in the opening of Your side.

Not an ounce of blood could have possibly remained in Your veins.

Tell me, I beg You, most beloved Lord: why did You let Your blood pour forth in a river

When a single drop would have sufficed for the redemption of the world?

I know, Lord, I know in all truth that You did this

for no other reason than to show the depth of Your love for me!

Let your love lead your steps to Jesus wounded,

to Jesus crowned with thorns,

to Jesus fastened upon the gibbet of the cross.

Not only see in His hands the print of the nails,

not only put your finger into the place of the nails,

not only put your hand into His side,

but enter with your whole being

through the door of His side into Jesus’ heart itself.

There transformed into Christ by your burning love for the Crucified,

pierced by the nails of the fear of God,

wounded by the spear of super abounding love,

transfixed by the sword of intimate compassion,

seek nothing, desire nothing, wish for no consolation,

other than to be able to die with Christ on the cross.

Then you may cry out,

“With Christ, I am nailed to the cross.

It is now no longer I that live, but Christ lives in me.”

---Bonaventure
Notes: Used and Unused
I had a three-hour lunch with a seasoned Christian counselor this week. I asked her to talk to me about grieving. I asked her to tell me what she advises people to do when they're dealing with losses. She said, "Of course I tell them to feel their feelings. But then I also urge people to reduce radically the pace of their lives. I urge them to review their loss, talk about it openly, think about it thoroughly, write about it reflectively, and pray through it."

She continued, "It's my experience that people want to run from their pain. They want to replace pain with another feeling as soon as they can. To recover from pain, you have to face it. You must stand in it and process it before it will dissipate. That's God's way."

I didn't do that when my father died. I replaced that pain real fast. I think I missed only four days of work. And I just replaced the feeling of loss and disappointment with a frenzied ministry schedule. And I ran from it. That was a bad move for me and for other people around me. I wonder how many of us do that. Anybody running from pain today? Are you trading in your pain prematurely for some other feeling? It's not God's way.

Bill Hybels, "A Better Kind of Grieving," Preaching Today, Tape No. 108

II Cor. 7:8-11 I am no longer sorry that I sent that letter to you, though I was sorry for a time, for I know that it was painful to you for a little while. 9 Now I am glad I sent it, not because it hurt you, but because the pain caused you to have remorse and change your ways. It was the kind of sorrow God wants his people to have, so you were not harmed by us in any way. 10 For God can use sorrow in our lives to help us turn away from sin and seek salvation. We will never regret that kind of sorrow. But sorrow without repentance is the kind that results in death. 11 Just see what this godly sorrow produced in you! Such earnestness, such concern to clear yourselves, such indignation, such alarm, such longing to see me, such zeal, and such a readiness to punish the wrongdoer. You showed that you have done everything you could to make things right.
Ezek. 9:3 Then the glory of the God of Israel rose up from between the cherubim, where it had rested, and moved to the entrance of the Temple. And the LORD called to the man dressed in linen who was carrying the writer's case. 4 He said to him, "Walk through the streets of Jerusalem and put a mark on the foreheads of all those who weep and sigh because of the sins they see around them." 5 Then I heard the LORD say to the other men, "Follow him through the city and kill everyone whose forehead is not marked. Show no mercy; have no pity!
3. (4) The godly reaction to poverty of spirit: mourning.

"Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted."

a. Blessed are those who mourn: The ancient Greek grammar indicates an intense degree of mourning. Jesus does not speak of casual sorrow for the consequences of our sin, but a deep grief before God over our fallen state.

b. What do those who mourn actually mourn about? Their mourning is over just anything, but they mourn over sin. To really be followers of Jesus, we must mourn over our sin and the ruin and separation from God that comes to our life from sin.

i. We also mourn the general destruction and separation sin brings, far beyond the personal consequences to ourselves.

c. For they shall be comforted: Those who mourn over their sin and their sinful condition are promised comfort. God allows this grief into our lives as a path, not as a destination.

Romans 9:1-3 In the presence of Christ, I speak with utter truthfulness-- I do not lie-- and my conscience and the Holy Spirit confirm that what I am saying is true. My heart is filled with bitter sorrow and unending grief for my people, my Jewish brothers and sisters. I would be willing to be forever cursed-- cut off from Christ!-- if that would save them.

When He approached Jerusalem, He saw the city and wept over it, saying, "If you had known in this day, even you, the things which make for peace! But now they have been hidden from your eyes. "For the days will come upon you when your enemies will throw up a barricade against you, and surround you and hem you in on every side, and they will level you to the ground and your children within you, and they will not leave in you one stone upon another, because you did not recognize the time of your visitation." Lk. 19:41-44
The first beatitude is the end of the egotist; the second is the beginning of the lover. It is the nature of love to insinuate itself into the sorrows and sins of others. It is bound to mourn. It has the doom of bleeding on it.  And rightly so, for when we cease to bleed, we cease to bless.

And those that ‘mourn’ are comforted. The strange thing happens that those who deliberately take on themselves trouble and pain in behalf of others find happiness – they are comforted. The most absolutely happy people of the world are those who choose to care till it hurts. The most miserable people of the world are those who center upon themselves and deliberately shun the cares of others in the interest of their own happiness. It eludes them. They save their lives and they loose them.” E.S. Jones (66)

IN THIS BEATITUDE, Jesus praises … those who can enter into solidarity with the pain of the world and not try to extract themselves from it. Richard Rohr with John Bookser Feister, Jesus' Plan for a New World

… in the first year of his reign, I, Daniel, observed in the books the number of the years which was revealed as the word of the LORD to Jeremiah the prophet for the completion of the desolations of Jerusalem, namely, seventy years.3 So I gave my attention to the Lord God to seek Him by prayer and supplications, with fasting, sackcloth and ashes. 4 I prayed to the LORD my God and confessed and said, "Alas, O Lord, the great and awesome God, who keeps His covenant and lovingkindness for those who love Him and keep His commandments, 5 we have sinned, committed iniquity, acted wickedly and rebelled, even turning aside from Your commandments and ordinances. 6 "Moreover, we have not listened to Your servants the prophets, who spoke in Your name to our kings, our princes, our fathers and all the people of the land. 7 "Righteousness belongs to You, O Lord, but to us open shame, as it is this day-- to the men of Judah, the inhabitants of Jerusalem and all Israel, those who are nearby and those who are far away in all the countries to which You have driven them, because of their unfaithful deeds which they have committed against You. 8 "Open shame belongs to us, O Lord, to our kings, our princes and our fathers, because we have sinned against You. 9 "To the Lord our God belong compassion and forgiveness, for we have rebelled against Him; 10 nor have we obeyed the voice of the LORD our God, to walk in His teachings which He set before us through His servants the prophets. Daniel 9:2-10
Nehemiah 1:1 The words of Nehemiah the son of Hacaliah. Now it happened in the month Chislev, in the twentieth year, while I was in Susa the capitol, 2 that Hanani, one of my brothers, and some men from Judah came; and I asked them concerning the Jews who had escaped and had survived the captivity, and about Jerusalem. 3 They said to me, "The remnant there in the province who survived the captivity are in great distress and reproach, and the wall of Jerusalem is broken down and its gates are burned with fire." 4 When I heard these words, I sat down and wept and mourned for days; and I was fasting and praying before the God of heaven. 5 I said, "I beseech You, O LORD God of heaven, the great and awesome God, who preserves the covenant and lovingkindness for those who love Him and keep His commandments, 6 let Your ear now be attentive and Your eyes open to hear the prayer of Your servant which I am praying before You now, day and night, on behalf of the sons of Israel Your servants, confessing the sins of the sons of Israel which we have sinned against You; I and my father's house have sinned. 7 "We have acted very corruptly against You and have not kept the commandments, nor the statutes, nor the ordinances which You commanded Your servant Moses. 8 "Remember the word which You commanded Your servant Moses, saying, 'If you are unfaithful I will scatter you among the peoples; 9 but if you return to Me and keep My commandments and do them, though those of you who have been scattered were in the most remote part of the heavens, I will gather them from there and will bring them to the place where I have chosen to cause My name to dwell.' 10 "They are Your servants and Your people whom You redeemed by Your great power and by Your strong hand. 11 "O Lord, I beseech You, may Your ear be attentive to the prayer of Your servant and the prayer of Your servants who delight to revere Your name, and make Your servant successful today and grant him compassion before this man." Now I was the cupbearer to the king.
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2 The Comfort of Mourning

Matthew 5:4

“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.”

— Matthew 5:4

Truth Upside-Down

When read apart from its context, the second Beatitude is startling: “Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.” This is, of course, a paradox — and it is meant to grab us.

G. K. Chesterton once defined a paradox as “truth standing on its head calling for attention,” and this is certainly true here. Jesus states one of the essential truths of life in such a way that it cries for all to come and take a good long look, a look that can bring life. “Blessed/approved are those who mourn.”

The intimate connection of this second Beatitude with the first is beautiful and compelling. The first Beatitude, “Blessed are the poor in spirit,” is primarily intellectual (those who understand that they are spiritual beggars are blessed); the second Beatitude, “Blessed are those who mourn,” is its emotional counterpart. It naturally follows that when we see ourselves for what we are, our emotions will be stirred to mourning.

Again, as with the previous Beatitude, we cannot place enough stress on the importance of these spiritual truths as they relate to the gospel. The Beatitudes are not the gospel because they do not explicitly explain Christ’s atoning death and resurrection and how one may receive him. But they are preparatory to the gospel.

The Beatitudes are preparatory in the sense that they slay us so that we may live. They hold us up against God’s standards for the kingdom so that we can see our need and fly to him. They cut through the delusions of formula Christianity and expose the shallowness of evangelicals who can give all the “right” answers but do not know Christ.

The Blessed Paradox

To begin with, what does the paradoxical pronouncement “Blessed are those who mourn” mean? Let us first note what it does not mean.

Jesus does not mean, “Blessed are grim, cheerless Christians.” Some believers have apparently interpreted it this way. The Victorian preacher Charles Spurgeon once remarked that some preachers he had known appeared to have their neckties twisted around their souls.3 Robert Louis Stevenson must have known some preachers like that because he once wrote, ironically, in his diary, “I’ve been to church today and am not depressed.” Christ certainly is not pronouncing a Beatitude on a forlorn disposition.

Neither does Jesus mean, “Blessed are those who are mourning over the difficulties of life.” The Bible does not say that mourning by itself is a blessed state. Sorrow is not blessed any more than laughter is. In fact, some mourning is cursed. For example, Amnon mourned because his lust was not fulfilled by Tamar (2 Samuel 13:2). Also, Ahab mourned because he wanted but couldn’t get Naboth’s vineyard (1 Kings 21:4).

Mourning over Sin

A great day has come when we see our sinful state for what it is apart from God’s grace and begin to mourn over its devastating dimensions in our souls, words, and deeds as described in Romans chapter 3.

• Souls: “There is no one righteous, not even one; there is no one who understands, no one who seeks God. All have turned away, they have together become worthless; there is no one who does good, not even one” (vv. 10-12).

• Words: “Their throats are open graves; their tongues practice deceit”; “the poison of vipers is on their lips”; “their mouths are full of cursing and bitterness” (vv. 13-14).

• Deeds: “Their feet are swift to shed blood; ruin and misery mark their ways, and the way of peace they do not know” (vv. 15-17).

Such are we all if left to ourselves. There is always room for decline if we refuse the grace of God.

But it is an even greater day when we are truly confronted with our individual sins, when we refuse to rationalize them, when we reject facile euphemisms, when we call sin “sin” in our lives. And it is the greatest of all days yet when in horror and desolation over our sin and sins we weep, so that the divine smile begins to break.

Mourning over the Sins of the World

Such personal mourning is naturally expansive because one who truly mourns over his own sins will also sorrow over the power and effects of sin in the world. David mourned for the sins of others in Psalm 119:136: “Streams of tears flow from my eyes, for your law is not obeyed.” The great characteristic of Jeremiah, the Weeping Prophet, was that he wept for his people (Jeremiah 9:1; 13:17).

Of course, our sinless Lord Jesus was also deeply grieved by sin in the world. Through the mystery of the Incarnation his heart became a spiritual seismograph, registering the slightest tremors of the earth’s pain and sorrow. No wonder some thought Jesus was Jeremiah returned from the grave (Matthew 16:14).

Now we begin to see the force of the brilliant paradox of the second Beatitude. The Lord Jesus has stood truth on its head, and it shouts for us to take notice and understand. “Blessed [approved] are those who mourn [over sin — that is their own sin and the sin that poisons the world], for they will be comforted.” Christ shouts for our understanding. Blessed are we if we hear and put our understanding to work.

Mourning Is Not Popular

It is very important to see that mourning is definitely not in vogue today, despite its necessity for spiritual health. However, before elaborating on this point we must emphasize that humor and laughter are good and necessary for the believer. Solomon says that a merry heart acts as a “good medicine” (Proverbs 17:22), and we have found this to be true. Abraham Lincoln said, “If I did not laugh, I would die.” The need for laughter in the church was underlined by missionary statesman Oswald Sanders with these questions:

Should we not see that lines of laughter about the eyes are just as much marks of faith as are the lines of care and seriousness? Is laughter pagan? We have already allowed too much that is good to be lost to the church and cast many pearls before swine. A church is in a bad way when it banishes laughter from the sanctuary and leaves it to the cabaret, the nightclub, and the toastmasters.4
Laughter is essential, but the world despises sorrow so much that it has gone wild in its attempt to avoid it. Moderns have structured their lives to maximize entertainment and amusement in an attempt to make life one big party. They laugh when there is no reason to laugh. In fact, they laugh when they ought to cry.

Solomon was right that a merry heart acts like a “good medicine.” But that does not mean you cannot overdose! Much of our culture has overdosed on amusement, as Neil Postman has so convincingly chronicled in his highly regarded Amusing Ourselves to Death.

The world thinks mourners (those who mourn the course of the world, who mourn sin) are mad. John Wesley observed that they consider it “. . . to be more moping and melancholy, if not downright lunacy and distraction.”5 Some have actually argued that Martin Luther was insane because of his deep mourning over his sin before his new birth. They judge his behavior as psychotic. Indeed, the world regards pain of heart with suspicion and restraint.

The church is much the same. Some actually hold that if we are good Christians, filled with the Spirit, we will experience no sorrow and will wear eternal beatific smiles like plastic Mona Lisas.

I personally know of preachers who though they maintain that they belong in the evangelical tradition never mention sin in their preaching because that makes people unhappy. The result is a Christianity that is pathetically shallow — if indeed it is Christianity at all!

True Christianity manifests itself in what we cry over and what we laugh about. So often we laugh at the things that we should weep over and weep over the things we should laugh at. In our heart of hearts, what do we weep about? What do we laugh about?

Good Mourning!

In matters of spiritual life and health, mourning is not optional. Spiritual mourning is necessary for salvation. No one is truly a Christian who has not mourned over his or her sins. You cannot be forgiven if you are not sorry for your sins.

This was powerfully argued in the article “There Is One Thing Worse than Sin,” which first appeared in the Chicago Sun-Times. In it, Dr. Thomas F. Roeser compared the equally reprehensible sins of Congressmen Daniel Crane and Gerald Studds. Both had been censured by the House of Representatives — Crane for having sexual relations with a seventeen-year-old female page and Studds for having relations with a seventeen-year-old male page. Roeser observed:

Being censured is the only thing Crane and Studds have in common. The nation got a glimmer of their philosophical differences when Crane admitted tearfully to his district, then to the full House, that he “broke the laws of God and man,” casting a vote for his own censure, facing the House as the Speaker announced the tally. Studds, in contrast, acknowledged he was gay in a dramatic speech to the House, then defended the relationship with the page as “mutual and voluntary.” He noted that he had abided by the age of consent, and said the relationship didn’t warrant the “attention or action” of the House. Studds voted “present” on the censure and heard the verdict from the Speaker with his back to the House.

Roeser went on to contrast the different moral traditions both these men represent — properly excusing neither one for his sin.

But there’s one consolation for Crane. His . . . philosophy teaches that there is one thing worse than sin. That is denial of sin, which makes forgiveness impossible.6
The saddest thing in life is not a sorrowing heart, but a heart that is incapable of grief over sin, for it is without grace. Without poverty of spirit no one enters the kingdom of God. Likewise, without its emotional counterpart — grief over sin — no one receives the comfort of forgiveness and salvation.

Good Grief!

If you have never sorrowed over sin in your life (not just its consequences, but sin itself), then consider long and carefully whether you really are a Christian. Genuine believers, those who are truly born again, have mourned, and continue to mourn, over sin.

For Christians, mourning over sin is essential to spiritual health. The verb used here is the most intensive of the nine verbs employed in the New Testament for mourning, and it is continuous.7 Godly believers, therefore, perpetually mourn, and thus perpetually repent of their sins.

It is significant that the first of Martin Luther’s famous 95 Theses states that the entire life is to be one of continuous repentance and contrition. It was this attitude in the Apostle Paul that caused him to affirm, well along into his Christian life, that he was the chief of sinners (1 Timothy 1:15).

What is the result of our mourning? In the first Beatitude we saw that an ongoing poverty of spirit leaves us open to ongoing blessings of the kingdom. Here, our ongoing mourning opens us to His unspeakable comfort and joy.

This naturally anticipates and introduces the paradoxical reward: “. . . for they will be comforted.”

The Comfort of Mourning

Notice that the comfort is actually immediate. Don’t misinterpret the future tense, which is used merely to sequence mourning and comfort. The actual sense of Christ’s words is, “Blessed are the mourners, for they will be immediately comforted, and they will continue to be so.”

Forgiveness

Notice, above all, that the basis of comfort is forgiveness. Believers are the only people in the world who are free from the guilt of their sins. The word “they” is emphatic. The sense is: “Blessed are those who mourn, for they alone will be comforted.” We actually know we are mourners if we have the paradoxically comforting sense of God’s forgiveness.

This forgiveness is also accompanied by changed lives, diminishing the sources of so much personal sorrow — arrogance, judgmentalism, selfishness, jealousy, to name a few. Therefore, comfort springs from within — from changed lives.

The Holy Spirit

The very Greek word used here for “they will be comforted” has the root from which we get paraclete, which is also used for the Holy Spirit, the One who comes alongside and comforts us. God’s comfort is relational. It comes in the form of his divine companionship. He is our ally. He personally binds up our sorrows and consoles us.

How comprehensive our comfort is! It is immediate. It comes to us alone. It comes personally in the Person of the Holy Spirit. And it is based on the forgiveness of our sins. That is why we are called “blessed.”

What a stupendous paradox! Jesus stands truth on its head to get our attention, and he says, “Would you be comforted? Then mourn. Would you be happy? Then weep.”

Salvation

To those who are not yet believers, perhaps unsaved evangelicals, understand that this paradox is meant to lead you to salvation. If a spirit of mourning is welling up within you, then let your mourning elevate you to him.

Do as the prodigal son did. He recognized his condition and mourned over it and in the midst of his misery said:

“I will set out and go back to my father and say to him: Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son; make me like one of your hired men.” So he got up and went to his father. But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms around him and kissed him. (Luke 15:18-20)

Do you acknowledge that there is nothing within you to commend you to God? Are you mourning? Do you ache with the guilt of your sin before God and man? If so, and if you are a Christian, return to the Lord and be restored to fellowship. If you are not a believer, come to him now and he will give you the kingdom. He will put his robe on your shoulders, his ring on your hand, his sandals on your feet, and will prepare a feast for you. You will be comforted!

That is what he has done for Charles Colson and multitudes of others. Colson says of his own experience:

That night when I . . . sat alone at my car, my own sin — not just dirty politics, but the hatred and evil so deep within me — was thrust before my eyes, forcefully and painfully. For the first time in my life, I felt unclean, and worst of all, I could not escape. In those moments of clarity I found myself driven irresistibly into the arms of the living God.8
Charles Colson followed his mourning to God. And so can you. Be comforted now!
The Bliss of the Broken Heart  #Matt 5:4 

Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.

It is first of all to be noted about this beatitude that the Greek word for to mourn, used here, is the strongest word for mourning in the Greek language. It is the word which is used for mourning for the dead, for the passionate lament for one who was loved. In the Septuagint, the Greek version of the Old Testament, it is the word which is used of Jacob's grief when he believed that Joseph, his son, was dead (#Gene 37:34 ). It is defined as the kind of grief which takes such a hold on a

man that it cannot be hid. It is not only the sorrow which brings an ache to the heart; it is the sorrow which brings an ache to the heart; it is the sorrow which brings the unrestrainable tears to the eyes. Here then indeed is an amazing kind of bliss:

Blessed is the man who mourns like one mourning for the dead.

There are three ways in which this beatitude can be taken.

(i) It can be taken quite literally: Blessed is the man who has endured the bitterest sorrow that life can bring. The Arabs have a proverb: "All sunshine makes a desert." The land on which the sun always shines will soon become an arid place in which no fruit will grow. There are certain things which only the rains will produce; and certain experiences which only sorrow can beget.

Sorrow can do two things for us. it can show us, as nothing else can, the essential kindness of our fellow-men; and it can show us as nothing else can the comfort and the compassion of God. Many and many a man in the hour of his sorrow has discovered his fellow-men and his God as he never did before. When things go well it is possible to live for years on the surface of things; but when sorrow comes a man is driven to the deep things of life, and, if he accepts it aright, a new strength and beauty enter into his soul.

"I walked a mile with Pleasure,

She chattered all the way,

But left me none the wiser

For all she had to say.

I walked a mile with Sorrow,

And ne'er a word said she,

But, oh, the things I learned from her

When Sorrow walked with me!"

(ii) Some people have taken this beatitude to mean:

Blessed are those who are desperately sorry for the sorrow and the suffering of this world.

When we were thinking of the first beatitude we saw that is it always right to be detached from things, but it is never right to be detached from people. This world would have been a very much poorer place, if there had not been those who cared intensely about the sorrows and the sufferings of others.

Lord Shaftesbury probably did more for ordinary working men and women and for little children than any social reformer ever did. It all began very simply. When he was a boy at Harrow, he was going along the street one day, and he met a pauper's funeral. The coffin was a shoddy, ill-made box. It was on a hand-barrow. The barrow was being pushed by a quartet of men who were drunk; and as they pushed the barrow along, they were singing ribald songs, and joking and jesting

among themselves. As they pushed the barrow up the hill the box, which was the coffin, fell off the barrow and burst open. Some people would have thought the whole business a good joke; some would have turned away in fastidious disgust; some would have shrugged their shoulders and would have felt that it had nothing to do with them, although it might be a pity that such things should happen. The young Shaftesbury saw it and said to himself, "When I grow up, I'm going to give my life to see that things like that don't happen." So he dedicated his life to caring for others.

Christianity is caring. This beatitude does mean: Blessed is the man who cares intensely for the sufferings, and for the sorrows, and for the needs of others.

(iii) No doubt both these thoughts are in this beatitude, but its main thought undoubtedly is: Blessed is the man who is desperately sorry for his own sin and his own unworthiness.

As we have seen, the very first word of the message of Jesus was, "Repent!" No man can repent unless he is sorry for his sins. The thing which really changes men is when they suddenly come up against something which opens their eyes to what sin is and to what sin does. A boy or a girl may go his or her own way, and may never think of effects and consequences; and then some day something happens and that boy or girl sees the stricken look in a father's or a mother's eye's; and suddenly sin is seen for what it is.

That is what the Cross does for us. As we look at the Cross, we are bound to say, "That is what sin can do. Sin can take the loveliest life in all the world and smash it on a Cross." One of the great functions of the Cross is to open the eyes of men and women to the horror of sin. And when a man sees sin in all its horror he cannot do anything else but experience intense sorrow for his sin.

Christianity begins with a sense of sin. Blessed is the man who is intensely sorry for his sin, the man who is heart-broken for what his sin has done to God and to Jesus Christ, the man who sees the Cross and who is appalled by the havoc wrought by sin.

It is the man who has that experience who will indeed be comforted; for the experience is what we call penitence, and the broken and the contrite heart God will never despise (#Psal 51:17 ). The way to the joy of forgiveness is through the desperate sorrow of the broken heart.

The real meaning of the second beatitude is:

O THE BLISS OF THE MAN WHOSE HEART IS BROKEN FOR THE WORLD'S SUFFERING AND FOR HIS OWN SIN, FOR OUT OF HIS SORROW HE WILL FIND THE JOY OF GOD!

Charles Colson, in his brilliant book of essays Who Speaks for God?, tells of watching a segment of television’s 60 Minutes in which host Mike Wallace interviewed Auschwitz survivor Yehiel Dinur, a principal witness at the Nuremberg war-crime trials.

During the interview, a film clip from Adolf Eichmann’s 1961 trial was viewed that showed Dinur entering the courtroom and coming face to face with Eichmann for the first time since being sent to Auschwitz almost twenty years earlier. Stopped cold, Dinur began to sob uncontrollably and then fainted while the presiding judge pounded his gavel for order.

“Was Dinur overcome by hatred? Fear? Horrid memories?” asks Colson, who then answers:

No; it was none of these. Rather, as Dinur explained to Wallace, all at once he realized Eichmann was not the godlike army officer who had sent so many to their deaths. This Eichmann was an ordinary man. “I was afraid about myself,” said Dinur. “I saw that I am capable to do this. I am . . . exactly like he.”

Wallace’s subsequent summation of Dinur’s terrible discovery — “Eichmann is in all of us” — is a horrifying statement; but it indeed captures the central truth about man’s nature. For as a result of the Fall, sin is in each of us — not just the susceptibility to sin, but sin itself.1
Colson follows his penetrating observation with this question: Why is it that today sin is so seldom written or preached about? The answer is in Dinur’s dramatic collapse, for to truly confront the sin within us is a devastating experience. If pastors preached on sin, says Colson, many people would flee their church pews never to return.2
The abiding fact is that man has always been in need of such an encounter. And to this end Jesus has given the second Beatitude, because it shows the necessity of truly facing one’s sin.

So no one would miss the point, the Lord put this in the most striking language.

One of England’s distinguished judges. 

a. His church: 3 mission churches under its care. 
b. 1st Sunday year all members of missions > big city church > combined Comm. service.

c. Mission churches:  — thieves, burglars, all knelt side by side 
d. Pastor saw former thief kneeling beside the judge of the High Court of England. 

e. After release, thief converted and > Christian worker. > Knelt together
f. After service, judge > pastor and said, “Did you notice who was kneeling beside me at the Communion rail this morning?”

g. Judge declared, “What a miracle of grace.”
h. Pastor: “Yes, what a marvelous miracle of grace.”

i. Judge asked, “But to whom do you refer?”
j. Pastor: “Why, to the conversion of that convict.”

k. Judge: “But I was not referring to him. I was thinking of myself.” 
l.  “Natural for burglar to respond to God’s grace when came out of jail. His life = nothing but history of crime, and when he saw the Savior he knew there was salvation and hope and joy for him. He understood how much he needed that help.

m. “But I . . I: taught from  infancy to be a gentleman // my word was my bond, // say my prayers // go to church, // receive Communion. I went to Oxford //took my degrees, called to the bar, became judge. My friend, it was God’s grace that drew me; it was God’s grace that opened my heart to receive Christ. I’m a greater miracle of his grace.”

Fortunately, this truth can penetrate the most privileged of hearts, as it did to one of England’s distinguished judges. The church he attended had three mission churches under its care. On the first Sunday of the new year all the members of the missions came to the big city church for a combined Communion service. In those mission churches, which were located in the slums of the city, were some outstanding cases of conversions — thieves, burglars, and so on — but all knelt side by side at the Communion rail.

On one such occasion the pastor saw a former thief kneeling beside the aforementioned jurist, a judge of the High Court of England. After his release the thief had been converted and became a Christian worker. Yet, as the judge and the former thief knelt together, neither seemed to be aware of the other.

After the service, the judge happened to walk out with the pastor and said, “Did you notice who was kneeling beside me at the Communion rail this morning?”

The pastor replied, “Yes, but I didn’t think that you did.”

The two walked along in silence for a few more moments, when the judge declared, “What a miracle of grace.”

The pastor nodded in agreement. “Yes, what a marvelous miracle of grace.”

Then the judge asked, “But to whom do you refer?”

The pastor responded, “Why, to the conversion of that convict.”

“But I was not referring to him. I was thinking of myself,” explained the judge.

Surprised, the pastor replied, “You were thinking of yourself? I don’t understand.”

“Yes,” the judge went on. “It was natural for the burglar to respond to God’s grace when he came out of jail. His life was nothing but a desperate history of crime, and when he saw the Savior he knew there was salvation and hope and joy for him. He understood how much he needed that help.

“But I . . . I was taught from earliest infancy to be a gentleman — that my word was my bond, that I was to say my prayers, go to church, receive Communion. I went up to Oxford, took my degrees, was called to the bar, and eventually ascended to judge. My friend, it was God’s grace that drew me; it was God’s grace that opened my heart to receive Christ. I’m a greater miracle of his grace.”
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When Jesus saw the crowds, He went up on the mountain; 


& after He sat down, His disciples came to Him. 


He opened His mouth & began to teach them, saying,





Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.


Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.


Blessed are the gentle, for they shall inherit the earth.


Blessed are those who hunger & thirst for righteousness, 


for they shall be satisfied.


Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy.


Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.


Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God.


Blessed are those who have been persecuted 


for the sake of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
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